PRIDE BLOCKS: A SUMMARY
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Goal

To support and increase homeownership by marketing Hartford neighborhoods as great places to live

Objectives

· To keep “good” residents on the block

· To attract new neighbors to the block

Strategies

· To improve the physical appearance (curb appeal) of the block from “good” to “great”

· To increase neighborliness on the block

Tool:  Pride Block designation

Resources from Pride Block program

· Assistance from outreach worker

· Grants of up to $10,000 for supplies and materials to do improvement projects

Resources from neighbors

· Ideas

· Neighborliness

· Working together to do improvements

Criteria for Pride Block designation:

· Contains approximately 30 homes

· Houses are generally in good condition

· There are active, friendly neighbors

· There is evidence of generally good maintenance

· There are one or more neighborhood institutions, such as school, store, church

· Many homes are owned by the folks who live there

· The area is visible in the community (or can be made so)

Neighborhood Process

· Gather your neighbors together

· Decide if you want to be a Pride Block

· Focus on maximizing the strengths on your block rather than fixing problems

· Discuss and answer the questions in the nomination form as a group

· Decide on your ideas for improvement, i.e. the projects you want to undertake.  Note that Pride Blocks are self-help projects with neighbors doing most of the work

· Include at least one block party in your plan

· Review the proposed improvements with neighbors before submitting nomination

· Complete the nomination form and submit it between May 30th and June 13th.

Selection Process

· Beginning June 2nd, Mayor’s Operations Committee reviews all nominations re the criteria 

· Operations Committee makes recommendations to the Mayor

· Mayor chooses approximately 15 Pride Blocks for first round (target date for selection: June 20)

· Nominations not selected are kept on file for next round
